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Skills for Sport Volunteers:  

why Europe needs projects  

like EURO-VOL-NET 
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Context 

This year’s sport volunteering projects 
 

•  Association for the European Capital of Sport (ACES): "European Cities for 

Volunteering in Sport.“ 

 

•  Führungs-Akademie des Deutschen Olympischen Sportbundes e.V. (DOSB 

Leadership Academy): "Training 4 Volunteers“ 

 

•  International Sport and Culture Association (ISCA): "EuroVolNet: A network for 

developing voluntary competence in sport organisations.“ 

 

•  Vlaamse Sportfederatie (VSF): Dynamo Project: "PROMOTING and securing 

volunteering in sport.“ 
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Priorities 

Commission’s priorities 
 

 

 

White Paper on Sport (2007): 

• Skills for volunteers 

• Sustainable funding *) 

 

Article 165 TFEU 

• Reference to voluntary structures in the sport sector 

• This is the only Treaty reference to "volunteering“! 

 

*) See: Green Paper on the future of VAT– Towards a simpler, more robust and 

 efficient VAT system : open consultation 
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/common/consultations/tax/2010_11_future_vat_en.htm 

 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/common/consultations/tax/2010_11_future_vat_en.htm
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Priorities 

Commission’s priorities 
 

Aarhus Declaration 2003 

• EU Sport Ministers (Danish Presidency, informal meeting)  

• Follow-up expected under Polish Presidency (2nd half 2011) 

 

White Paper on Sport (2007): 

• Skills for volunteers 

• Sustainable funding *) 

 

Article 165 TFEU 

• Reference to voluntary structures in the sport sector 

• This is the only Treaty reference to "volunteering“! 

 

*) See: Green Paper on the future of VAT– Towards a simpler, more robust and 

 efficient VAT system : open consultation 
http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/common/consultations/tax/2010_11_future_vat_en.htm 

 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/common/consultations/tax/2010_11_future_vat_en.htm
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Theories 

1. Not a federation, not a country, but sui generis… 
 Theories of European integration: 

• Federalism 

• Neofunctionalism (Haas) 

• Intergovernmentalism 

• Liberal Intergovernmentalism (Moravcsik) 

• Multi-Level Governance 

 
 The Uniting of Europe and the Foundations of EU Studies: Revisiting the 

Neofunctionalism of Ernst B. Haas, Journal of European Public Policy 12(2), 237 

- 254  (2005) 

 

http://www.google.be/imgres?imgurl=http://www.iscsp.utl.pt/~cepp/fotos_rep/americanos/haas,_ernst_b.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.iscsp.utl.pt/~cepp/autores/americanos_alfa.htm&usg=__q3k-DhdHbOgK3ljca1qdhjHUL-U=&h=190&w=150&sz=7&hl=fr&start=6&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=PJzDGEFUVnvpqM:&tbnh=103&tbnw=81&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dersnt%2Bb.%2Bhaas%26um%3D1%26hl%3Dfr%26sa%3DN%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*%26biw%3D1104%26bih%3D842%26tbm%3Disch&ei=YHDBTYmPBMXrOdi1yeUE
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Priorities 

Commission’s priorities (continued) 
 

European Year of Volunteering (EYV) 

• Sport an important element 

• Communication on Volunteering expected (atumn 2011) 

• Evidence given by Director G. Paulger to House of Lords (Feburary 2011) 
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Priorities 

Commission’s priorities (continued) 
 

Communication on Sport (2011): 

 

“Commission and Member States: support the inclusion of sport-

related qualifications when implementing the European 

Qualifications Framework. In this context, promote the 

validation of non-formal and informal learning gained through 

activities such as voluntary activity in sport.” 
 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0012:FIN:EN:PDF 

 
 

 

 

 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0012:FIN:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0012:FIN:EN:PDF
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2011:0012:FIN:EN:PDF
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Priorities 

European Year of Volunteering 2011 

 
The EU will use the Year to work towards four main objectives: 

 

1. To create an enabling and facilitating environment for volunteering in the EU;  

 

2. To empower volunteer organisations and improve the quality of volunteering;  

 

3. To reward and recognise volunteering activities; and 

 

4. To raise awareness of the value and importance of volunteering.  

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/focus/focus840_en.htm 

 
 

 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/focus/focus840_en.htm
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Evidence 

Some evidence 
 

 GHK (2010): Volunteering in the European Union, final report, 

http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/eyv2011/doc/Volunteering%20in%20the%20EU%2

0Final%20Report.pdf  

 

• Includes first-ever all-round survey of sport volunteering in all 27 MS. 

• Survey disseminated with help from ENGSO. 

• Describes different traditions, sociological background, etc. 

• Focuses on different legal arrangements and sources of financing. 

• Points to the need for training volunteers.  

   

 

 

 
 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/eyv2011/doc/Volunteering in the EU Final Report.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/citizenship/eyv2011/doc/Volunteering in the EU Final Report.pdf
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Evidence 

2. EU law: an independent legal order 
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Evidence 
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Evidence 

 

 

 

 
 

  

“In some Member States sport is very high on the political agenda, something 

which is in most cases correlated to the existence of a sport/health policy. 

However, this does not necessarily mean that significant focus is placed on 

volunteering in this sector or that specific policies exist to promote and support 

volunteering. 

In about ten Member States, volunteering in sport can be considered to be 

medium to high on the political agenda whereas in other Member States it does 

not feature on political agenda. On the other hand, in three Member States, 

there, seems to be a recent growing attention to volunteering in sport at the 

political level. 

In several Member States, specific reference is made in recent policy papers, or 

in their national strategy for sport, to volunteering in this sector. However, the 

vast majority of Member States does not have a separate national strategy or 

framework for volunteering in sport.” 

(GHK, 2010, p. 195) 
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Evidence 

 “Regarding volunteers in sport, the data gathered 

indicates that volunteering in sport represents a 

significant share of the adult population in Finland 

(16%), Ireland (15%), the Netherlands (12-14%), 

Denmark (11%), Germany (10.9%) and Malta (9.2%). 

Conversely, in Estonia (1.1%), Greece (0.5%), 

Lithuania (0.1%), Latvia and Romania (less than 0.1%) 

volunteering in sport does not appear to be a 

common practice.” 

 (GHK, 2010, p. 8) 
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Convergence 

Where the skills agenda and the funding agenda 

converge: 

Your objective:  

"Foster exchange of best practices regarding legal, fiscal and 

funding related aspects of voluntary activity in sport." 
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Conclusion 

Sport volunteering us crucial 
• The sector needs volunteers. 

• But volunteers need training 

 

What kind of support 
• Better recognition and validation 

• Better mobility within the EU 

• Better skills: not only “people skills”, but also skills to handle paper work…  

 

 
 

  

http://www.google.be/imgres?imgurl=http://www.stuartwildeblog.com/storage/paperwork.jpg%3F__SQUARESPACE_CACHEVERSION%3D1245211900800&imgrefurl=http://www.stuartwildeblog.com/sws-jottings/2009/6/17/paperwork.html&usg=__RfzVNYfFTn1sMIZW-ftlSuPZPpc=&h=1491&w=1288&sz=190&hl=fr&start=15&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=nd_RaJ5QO2PohM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=130&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dpaper%2Bwork%26um%3D1%26hl%3Dfr%26sa%3DN%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*%26biw%3D1104%26bih%3D842%26tbm%3Disch&ei=I2nCTebuNIOEOsbz5M4E
http://www.google.be/imgres?imgurl=http://www.smartpaperwork.com/images/spw001.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.smartpaperwork.com/mission.html&usg=__AqBkL5LuBCkaa53OjKWBeFT4EhM=&h=300&w=400&sz=24&hl=fr&start=28&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=EnOct2EeenaUrM:&tbnh=93&tbnw=124&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dpaper%2Bwork%26start%3D20%26um%3D1%26hl%3Dfr%26sa%3DN%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*%26ndsp%3D20%26biw%3D1104%26bih%3D842%26tbm%3Disch&ei=mGnCTa6lKdGbOrfsgNIE
http://www.google.be/imgres?imgurl=https://www.accordhr.com/Portals/0/images/Paperwork.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.accordhr.com/services/human-resources&usg=__YyOczsYXuxvf4hUkm2hhIbqTbzs=&h=1024&w=813&sz=78&hl=fr&start=69&zoom=1&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=ezCQcUqWNISUUM:&tbnh=150&tbnw=119&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dpaper%2Bwork%26start%3D60%26um%3D1%26hl%3Dfr%26sa%3DN%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*%26ndsp%3D20%26biw%3D1104%26bih%3D842%26tbm%3Disch&ei=Q2rCTb_0C4zsObyk8OAE


• EU competence for sport (Art. 165 TFEU): 

- New structures for sport in the Council (Working Party, COREPER,  

Education, Youth, Culture and Sport Council) 

    - Continuation of informal cooperation (ministerial meetings, sport  

directors, 6 working groups, incl. WG “Sport & Health”) 

2007 White Paper on Sport: 

- implementation of 53 actions – 90% completed or underway 

 - will remain basis of EU approach to sport also in future 

• Preparatory Actions in the field of sport: transnational projects 

- 2009 (health, education, gender, disability) – 4m€ 

- 2010 (social inclusion, anti-doping, volunteering) – 2.5m€ 

- 2011 (tbc) 
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Overview: 

Situation 

autumn 

2010 

(sport) 

1. Where do we come from? 
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Europe needs  

projects  

like this one! 


